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Paper Conservation &
Restoration Series - Part 3 -
Owver-sized Larger Pieces

In Part 1 and Pari 2, the goal was to begin with an over-
all understanding to inclwde types of producis, naiterials,
as well as, training possibilities. In addition, looking at the
least aggressive steps to clean pieces without using the wet
applications. In this article as Part 3 of the serics, a look at
how over-sized larger pieces can be more challenging.

Recendy our studio
was commissioned
to restore a very
large wall display
map. This was no
ordinary piece. It
was authentcated
as having been tak-
en from the Kehl-
steinhaus - Eagles
Mest. It was in bad
shape due to several factors. The map had been glued
with a heavy thick glue to a stiff 8-ply cardboard that
with age had become high acid, mold and damaging
dirty base to sup-
port the map. In
addition, it had not
been stored proper-
ly with a signed let- |
ter by Adolf Hitler |

glued to one area ||
on the map's front. |

MNot only did the
B-ply cardboard need removed to prevent further

Ll

damage to the &
map, but the en- '
tire map itself |
required  many |
treatments to cor- |
rect years of dam-
age. The struggle
with this project
was it's size at
54" x 42". Not
only is it difficult
to manipulate the center area(z) but there is also a risk
to consider if processing as a complete submersion
Most standard manual equipment for graphic clean-
ing is limited to 40" x 30". This is probably because
the handling of a paper any larger would require some
expert configuration. During a bathing wet process,
the plece becomes so soft it can often be compared to
wet tissue. Imagine how easily that can be torn, stuck,
or punctured.

Our studio al-
ways considers
restoration  with
the least aggres-
sive options frst.
Each step will be- |
gin with the test-
ing and selection
of the most deli-
cate and helpful
product.  These
test are often given a minimum of 24 hours to review
the results. The map required Hrst the removal of
the 8-ply cardboard.
With special tools, we
removed one layer at
a Hme, stripping off
each level of ply until
the cardboard was on
1-ply. Inthis state, the
map was no longer
stiff and could wery
easily become punc-
tured or torn.

The last layer had
the old glue residues
with it and the map.
One inch at 8 Hme,
the last layer had to
be treated with a wet




